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I think that—in a larger sense, what I
would like China to know, and what I believe,
is that both the United States and Japan
would like to have a 21st century in which
we work together and cooperate and there
is no fighting. The three of us, together,
could do great things in the Asia/Pacific re-
gion. We also, however, would like to be to-
gether based on shared values. And I think
that is important for me. I worked very hard
to convince President Jiang Zemin of that,
Premier Zhu, and the people of China when
I was there.

China is a very great country, and there
need not be that sort of conflict over this
issue. And I think that our strong defense
cooperation—Japan and the United States—
should not in any way be seen as directed
against China. It is in favor of advancing both
the security interests of our two countries
and the values we embrace.

And we hope—I’ll let the Prime Minister
speak for himself—but I think I’m quite sure
in saying that both of us hope that our succes-
sors in the 21st century will see China as a
great partner, and the three of us will be
working together for peace and stability,
prosperity, and freedom in the Asia/Pacific
region.

Prime Minister Obuchi. Well, I believe
the question wasn’t directed to me, but—
well, I believe with regard to the new defense
cooperation guidelines, this is to more steep-
ly and effectively put in operation the Japan-
U.S. security treaty, and this certainly would
further strengthen the ties between Japan
and the United States. Should the relevant
bills pass the upper house as well, before
long, then I believe the Japan-U.S. relation-
ship will become even more firm.

Thank you very much.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 174th news conference
began at 3:10 p.m. in Presidential Hall (formerly
Room 450) in the Old Executive Office Building.
Prime Minister Obuchi spoke in Japanese, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter. In his
remarks, the President referred to the three U.S.
infantrymen released from custody in Serbia: Staff
Sgt. Andrew A. Ramirez, USA, Staff Sgt. Chris-
topher J. Stone, USA, and Specialist Steven M.
Gonzales, USA, and civil rights leader Jesse Jack-

son, whose personal appeal won their release;
President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro);
President B.J. Habibie of Indonesia; President
Boris Yeltsin and Special Envoy and former Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin of Russia; and
President Jiang Zemin and Prime Minister Zhu
Rongji of China. A reporter referred to Secretary
General Javier Solana of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

Statement on the Tourist Boat
Tragedy in Hot Springs, Arkansas
May 3, 1999

Hillary and I were heartbroken to hear this
weekend of the 13 people killed when a tour-
ist boat sank in my hometown of Hot Springs,
Arkansas. I know Lake Hamilton well, and
I am terribly saddened that this beautiful lake
has become the site of such a tragedy. I com-
mend all those Hot Springs residents who
worked courageously to save lives in the mo-
ments after the sinking. Hillary and I send
our thoughts, prayers, and deepest sym-
pathies to all those families mourning their
loved ones. As it is written in the Bible, God
‘‘will not in any way fail you, nor give you
up, nor leave you without support.’’

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Narcotics Traffickers Centered in
Colombia
May 3, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12978 of October
21, 1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 3, 1999.
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